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New Property on Pickering Creek Preserved
If the ideal summer getaway
for a young child (who can’t
use
electronic
devices)
could be devised, the White
property in Chester County
would be it. Pickering Creek,
stocked with brown and
rainbow trout, runs through
woodlands and meadows waiting to be explored. If
fish aren’t your cup of tea, the whinny of a mare
in the paddock might speak to you. At 15 acres,
this property has been eyed for its development
potential to become yet another subdivision.
Fortunately Charles and Alyssa White have chosen
to preserve the land. West Pikeland Township and
Chester County have funded the easements, and
Natural Lands Trust (NLT) holds the conservation
easement that will restrict future development and
preserve the land.
Charles and Alyssa White initially bought the
property as an investment. Having never lived in
a historic house or on such a large acreage, they
decided to give the 18th century house a try.
Charlie, a hunter, appreciates the outdoors and
nature. When the time came to create their dream
home, they decided to stay with their historic home.
When builders approached them about subdividing
the property, they realized something. “We didn’t
want the property chopped up and people living
behind us,” said Alyssa White. Neighbors were to
play an important role in their move forward. Living
across the street from the Binky Lee Preserve,
they had been impressed with the Natural Lands
Trust and the work they did there. Their neighbor,
Curt Grogan, is President of the West Pikeland

Land Trust, which made it easy to work with that
organization. Alyssa reported that the NLT and
Township were great to work with, and credits
the conservation easement with helping to keep
the property intact and
allowing them to be able
to preserve the historic
house
and
the
land.
A lot of work went into
making the conservation
easements possible. The
stage was set in 2007, when
West Pikeland Township passed an Open Space
Preservation Tax referendum, which raised funds
dedicated to pay for land and easement purchases.
West Pikeland Land Trust was appointed as the
Open Space Advisors, and they designated the
White property to be preserved with Open Space
funds. Chester County provided matching funds of
$115,998 through their Preservation Partnership
Program. Charles and Alyssa White cared enough
about preserving the natural beauty of the site to
agree to the limitations that selling their right to
develop entails. Natural Lands Trust worked with
the Whites to write up the conservation easement,
which NLT now holds. Natural Lands Trust takes the
ongoing responsibility to monitor the site to make sure
the easement restrictions are being complied with.
This insures that the site, which contains 9 acres
of woodlands and 5 acres of soils suitable for
agriculture, will continue to be preserved. Also, the
public will now have an easement that allows public
access to Pickering Creek. The Pennsylvania Fish
and Boat Commission considers Pickering Creek a
high quality trout stocking stream, and stocks it
with trout for fishing. In addition a trail easement
for hiking and horseback riding has been placed on
the property. Its 30-foot width allows for the trail to
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New Property on Pickering Creek Preserved (continued)
meander around trees. The site currently provides habitat for horses, as well as wild creatures.
“The White property along the Pickering Creek is within a large and growing corridor of protected lands,”
states Judy Thomas, Preservation Programs Coordinator of the Chester County Department of Open
Space. “The property is adjacent to the Township’s Pickering Grove Park, and also links on its eastern
corner to Natural Lands Trust’s Binky Lee Preserve. It is also adjacent to other privately owned properties
with land trust easements. Most of the surrounding preserved land was also preserved with the help of
County funds.”
Though the trail easements on the White property are not a direct link to other trails, they may help
provide the building blocks for future trails. Jack Stefferud, Regional Director of Land Protection for Natural
Lands Trust, points out they are hoping to get a trail along Pickering Creek. Though they try to connect
trails, he notes that he can only work with willing landowners. To develop the trails from lines on paper to
constructed trails on the ground, they try to use Boy Scouts who are looking for projects. Along the same
lines, Curt Grogan, President of West Pikeland Land Trust, said he would be working with township and
regional groups working on parks, recreation, and trails to get the trails built.
The conservation of the White property is another victory in a long line of projects that have involved
numerous groups working together, and a willingness on the part of property owners to preserve the
beauty we enjoy today for future generations.

Find out more:
Natural Lands Trust
West Pikeland Land Trust
Chester County Open Space Program
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